
Marshall High School

Course Registration

2010 - 2011



2010 – 2011 Grade 9 Parent 

Registration Meeting on TigerTV

•Knology/Prairie Wave – Channel 80

•Charter – Channel 19

Saturday, March 6, 7:00 p.m.  

Sunday, March 7, 7:00 p.m.



Welcome to the MHS 

Parent Registration Night

Tonight we would like to show you:

1) How the registration process works

2) Why it needs to be done correctly

3) How this effects your child’s future

4) What your role is in the registration 

process.



Overview of the Registration Process

1. Counselors are meeting with each grade 

level to hand out registration materials and 

discuss graduation requirements.

2. Students need to begin talking to instructors 

about recommended courses.

3. Parent Registration Meetings: February 22nd 

(current 10th and 11th graders) and March

4th(current 8th and 9th graders).

4. March 10th, 17th, 31st, students will register 

during activity period.  We asked that 

students have registration materials ready to 

go on that day.

continued



5. April - May: registration data analyzed, 

staffing determined, and the master 

schedule is built.

7. June – August: Each student’s schedule is 

looked at for accuracy.

8. August: Student schedules handed out 

during picture day for 2010-2011 school year.

Overview of the Registration Process



On-line registration will be completed by 

students and their teacher during activity period 

on one of the following days:

• March 10th

• March 17th

• March 31st

• April 2nd

In order for students to register, all 

sheets must be filled out, signed, and 

brought to activity period

If a student has not completed the 

registration process by April 2nd then 

we will register the student for classes 

that we think are most appropriate.



Registration meetings for 8th grade 

students will take place on the 

following dates:

• Marshall Middle School – February 25

• Holy Redeemer – February 25

• MACS – February 22

• Samuel Lutheran – February 23



The Registration Book

• Table of Contents

• Credit Requirements 

• Registration Criteria

• Schedule Changes

• MN University Admissions

• 4 Year Planner

• Department Flow Charts

• Course Descriptions



Table of Contents

• Alphabetically by Department

• Each course is marked to show which grade 
level may take the course

• Also marked by page number to read course 
description



Graduation Requirements

• Students graduating in the class of 2010 and 

beyond

– Proficient score on MCA II’s with 10th grade reading, 

biology, and 11th grade math

– Pass GRAD tests – 9th grade writing, 10th grade 

reading, 11th grade math*

– Earn 30.5 credits



Minimum Credit Requirements

• Language Arts: 4 credits - includes English 9, English 10, and 
1 credit of Literature and 1 credit of Writing

• Social Studies: 4 credits - includes Social 9, US History, 
World History, Senior Economics, and Senior American Government. 

• Science: 3 credits - includes Physical Science 9 and Biology

• Math: 3 credits - includes Algebra IB, Geometry and Statistics

• Fine Arts: 1 credit

• Technology: 1 credit

• Physical Education: 1 credit

• Career Education: ½ credit

• Health: ½ credit

• Consumer Awareness: ½ credit

• Electives: 12 credits



Schedule Changes

• This is NOT a student driven schedule –

students will be placed into classes based on NWEA math and 
reading scores, and the results of the Junior ACCUPLACER 
exam.  This could mean that students may be placed into a 
math course as a senior.

• Changes will be made based on:
• Student did not meet prerequisite or failed pre-requisite

• Student has already taken course

• Gaps in schedule

• Not all requests can be honored.  These may 

include:
• Switching teachers

• Switching class hours

• Change classes to be with friends

• Requesting specific lunch period

• Dropping required classes

• Switching classes due to extracurricular activities



MN University Admissions

• English: 4 years

• Math: 3 years (2 yrs of Algebra & 1 yr of Geometry)

– 4 years of math are strongly encouraged (U of M 

requirement)

• Science: 3 years (1 yr of Biology & 1 yr of Physics or 

Chemistry)

• Social Studies: 3 years

• Specified Electives:

– 2 years Foreign Language

– 1 year of Specified elective 

(art, music, technology)



4 Year Planner

• Indicates all Required Courses for each year

• Use it to keep track of required courses that 

have been taken.

• Page 4 in your registration book



Four

Year 

Planner



Department Flow Charts

• Each Department (Art, Business, Science, etc) 

has a flow chart of courses and the Pre-

requisite for taking a course

• Please turn to page 11 in your registration book

• What is a Pre-requisite?



Mathematics 

Departmental

Flow

Chart



Course Descriptions
• Each course has a brief description of what will be taught 

in that class

• Grade level that it is offered to

• Credit Amount 

• Number of Terms (Quarters)

• Pre-requisites (If any)

Example

ALGEBRA II
Prerequisite: Geometry

Open to grades: 9, 10, 11, and 12

Two terms, 1 credit

Required Materials for class: scientific calculator

This course is designed to help students reinforce and expand the 

algebraic concepts introduced in previous math courses.  Students will 

find the skills developed in Algebra II to be very useful in other courses 

such as physics or chemistry.



Registration Sheets

• Fill out personal information at top

• Total course selections must = 16 blocks

• Choose 4 Alternates by marking with an “A”

• Required courses are in box at top or are 
shaded

• Courses with * have a pre-requisite

• Courses with + need instructor              
permission (ex. All math courses)

• Parent signature is required before               
you can register

• Instructor Permission Form is on                       
the back side



Student Registration Materials

• Registration Book

• Grade 12 registration sheet

• Grade 11 registration sheet

• Grade 10 registration sheet

• Grade 9 registration sheet

• Instructor Permission Form



9th Grade 

Registration 

Sheet



What Does a Full Schedule 

Look Like?



Example Schedule (With Choir/Band)



Example Schedule (With One Music class)



Example Schedule (No Music classes)



Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 Total

4 Classes 10.18% 22.46% 50.00% 42.93% 30.58%

5 Classes 58.41% 61.50% 44.85% 52.36% 54.39%

6  or More Classes 30.97% 16.04% 4.12% 3.66% 14.41%
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20.00%
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MHS - A 5 Period Day

4 Classes 5 Classes 6  or More Classes



***NOTE:***

• All High School courses are permanently listed 

on your transcript

• If you Fail a required course, you must re-take it 

before moving on to upper level courses

• Colleges look closely at your transcript



How Do You Know What Courses 

To Choose?

• Choose courses that you feel will 

best prepare your child for the 

future.  



What We Do Know

• The academic actions of students in 

8th, 9th, and 10th grade will affect the 

opportunities that they have as Juniors, 

Seniors, and in post-secondary 

settings.  

• December 2007 – US Department of 

Education reports that 85% of future 

jobs will require some form of post-

secondary education



What We Do Know

• The global economy is changing the 
nature of work and the kinds of jobs 
young people will enter.

• New research from ACT shows that the 
level of readiness needed to enter jobs 
offering a livable wage is NOT lower that 
that needed for college.  Therefore, all
high school students need to graduate 
ready for some type of post secondary 
training.

• MN Commissioner Alice Seagren-

“If a student successfully passes Advanced 
Algebra, chances for a successful college 
experience  more than doubles.”



Preparation Matters

• According to ACT…
– Strongest predictor of college 

completion – a rigorous and challenging 
high school course of study.

– Of these the level of mathematics taken 
beyond Advanced Algebra appears to 
be the tipping point as to success in 
earning a bachelor’s degree.

– After math the strongest indicator of 
success is the level of science taken.



Where The Problem Lies

• Crisis at the Core – An ACT Executive 

Summary

– Too few students are ready for college-

level coursework, based on ACTôs 

national readiness indicators. 

– Students gain from taking more 

rigorous courses regardless of their 

achievement level. 



The Solution

• Crisis at the Core – An ACT Executive 
Summary
– To be ready for college and work, every high 

school student should be prepared and 
encouraged to take and do well in rigorous that 
include one or more advanced mathematics 
courses beyond Advanced Algebra well as 
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.



Get Ready, Get Set, Get Credit

• Expanded Advanced Placement course 

offerings

• Post Secondary Enrollment Options

– On Campus (Concurrent Enrollment) - College In the 

Schools – English, Chemistry, Agriculture, and 

Internship class

– Off Campus



Marshall High School

9th Grade Academy



Mission: To create an environment

that encourages involvement, growth, 

and rigor to help students transition to

the high school and achieve success.

Transition

Involvement

Growth

Environment

Rigor

Success



Why Does MHS Need This?

• Although MHS does not have the same type of 
failure rates as larger urban schools we DO 
have 9th grade students who struggle to make 
the transition from middle school to high school.

• More 9th graders fail courses than any other 
grade level.

• More discipline referrals than any other grade

• More tardy occurrences than other grades.

• The foundation for post secondary success 
starts during the 9th grade year.



What the Academy IS!

• The Academy is a program with structure.

• The Academy is a program with rigorous 

curriculum.

• The Academy is a program with interdisciplinary 

teaming.

• The Academy is a program to help build a 

positive 9th grade experience through a variety 

of techniques.



Structure of the Academy

• A program where approximately 60 

students rotate part of their day on a year 

long schedule.

• Students take year long classes in English, 

Math, and Science.

• Built in resource time to work with teachers 

where additional help is needed

• Flexible scheduling

• Lockers and classes that are in close 

proximity.

• Small class sizes for additional support



What the Academy is NOT

• It is NOT a place for the “bad” kids.

• It is NOT a place for the “dumb” kids. 

• It is NOT a place for the kids that don’t fit in 

socially.

• It is NOT a place for students who don’t want to 

be successful.



Structure of the Academy



Rigorous Curriculum

• Curriculum with rigor and relevance.

• Structured and ongoing writing across the 
curriculum.

• Academy students take the same English 9, 
Social Studies 9 and Science 9 courses that 
non-Academy students take.

• The curriculum is the same, the difference is 
that we have 4 teachers monitoring students 
progress in a team effort as opposed to 
individual teachers doing this.



Rigorous Curriculum

• Multiple strategies and interventions to 
help students maximize their success.

• Ongoing NWEA testing to measure 
student progress.

• Curriculum designed to help prepare 
students for  the MCA II tests.

• Prepare all Academy students for 
success in a two or four year post-
secondary education program.



Interdisciplinary Teams

• Common literacy strategies used across 

content areas

• Data driven decision making

• Consistency of expectations, rules, and 

consequences (academic and behavioral)

• Measured on-going continuous 

improvement



Seminar Component

• The purpose of seminar is not a study hall.

• Students will focus on:
– Organizational skills

– Life skills

– Study techniques

• Students will also have the opportunity for 
re-teaching of concepts that are not fully 
understood.

• Opportunities to be exposed in the 9th grade 
to post-secondary opportunities.



Critical Components

• Relationship building and personalization

• Working with parents as partners in the 

educational process

• Academic and Behavioral Pyramid

• Academy Awards – recognition of successful 

accomplishments of our Academy students



Student Selection into the 

Academy Program

• 8th grade teacher recommendation

• Middle school/junior high administrative 

recommendation

• 8th grade NWEA MAP scores in reading

• 8th grade attendance record



We’ve registered, now what 

happens?
1. Course requests are used to assist with 

the staffing and number of course 

sections needed for the next year. 

(April)

2. The master schedule is created. (April -
May)

3. Once the Master Schedule is created 

students are electronically loaded into 
their classes. (May)

• Seniors are scheduled first, then 

juniors, sophomores, and freshman.



4. Alternate classes are loaded to 

fill schedule gaps. (June - July)

5. Counselors meet with students 

who still have schedule conflicts 

to resolve them. (August)

6. Schedules are handed out to 

students. (August)

We’ve registered, now what 

happens?



QUESTIONS?

Reminder: You may register 

your child tonight in the Media 

Center Lab. 


